The Safety Alert

In this issue, for the third time this year, we pass along in the wing Safety Alert some more information on bird strikes. It’s been a rough year for our feathered friends. Birds aren’t the only things to see and avoid either. Also, be sure to check out the Powerpoint presentation provided by the New Mexico Wing/CC on a recent CAP accident. The link is in the next article. 
John Steiner

NM Wing/CC Briefs Aircraft Accident To National Board

[image: image1.emf]
Col Frank Buethe briefed the National

Board on the results of the wing investigation into an accident involving a C-172P in Las Cruces, NM on 9 Jun 04. The pilot and Scanner/ Observer were returning from a CD mission at night when an electrical problem changed their plan. Everyone survived and there are several

lessons to be learned from this accident. Col

Buethe’s briefing is on the CAP website at: http://level2.cap.gov/visitors/programs/safety/presentations.cfm.

The NTSB investigation is still in progress and you can read the “factual” report at: http://www2.ntsb.gov/ntsb/brief.asp?ev_id=20040615X00790&key=1
The Sentinel September 2004
Bird Strikes On The Rise

CAP has experienced 5 damaging bird

strikes this year. In past years, bird strikes were relatively infrequent and never made the trend list.

Historically, there are three peak seasons for bird strikes. The month of September traditionally has the most strikes of the year - August and October have nearly as many - this is the fall migration. March and April host the spring migration. July and August are when many inexperienced young birds are present and the flying abilities of adults may be impaired as they molt their flight feathers.

Most strikes occur during the approach phase of flight, followed closely by the takeoff phase. Daytime is when birds are most active. Approximately 55% of bird strikes occur in daylight. However, night accounts for about 36%. Dusk and dawn come in with about 5% and 4% respectively.

So, how do we avoid our feathery friends?

Airports usually have a Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) reduction plan. These plans are designed to make the airport environment unappealing to birds through habitat modification and harassment measures. 

What can you do as a pilot?

• Check airport documentation, NOTAMs & ATIS.

• Plan to fly as high as possible. Only 1% of general aviation bird strikes occur above 2,500’

• Avoid flying along rivers or shore lines, especially at low altitude. Birds, as well as pilots, use these navigational features

• Slow down when bird activity is heavy. Birds have time to get out of the way up to 80-90 knots - higher speeds mean a greater strike chance.

• If you see a bird ahead of you, attempt to pass above them as birds usually break-away downward when threatened.
The Sentinel September 2004
Just Hangin' Around 

The see-and-avoid concept is one of the first lessons taught in flight school, and with good reason--it works! An air carrier crew member reports: 

[We were] in the departure phase of flight...when a commuter flight called traffic to Departure Control...saying it appeared to be a motorized hang glider. Almost immediately we saw the traffic at 12-1 o'clock, closing rapidly [at] 10,500-11,000 feet. We took evasive action immediately...requiring approximately a 25 degree left bank and an increase in the rate of climb. The red and yellow hang glider passed less than a 1/4 mile to our right. Without the extended maneuver, I feel we would have hit the glider. After the incident we had many questions, such as how did the vehicle get there, why was he there, etc. We will probably never know. 

We also wonder what the hang glider pilot was thinking to be at that altitude, on a departure route, in close proximity to several major airports. Meanwhile, kudos to the flight crew for their quick response in avoiding a mid-air collision. And a last word from the air carrier's First Officer to the commuter crew: Thanks for the visual call out; they are still imperative. 

Callback January 1995

More on Bird Strikes

Bird strikes are a common occurrence at this time of the year, due to heavy migratory activity. In our first report, a general aviation pilot belatedly figured out how to "duck" bird strikes: 
Entering downwind...in a nose-high attitude to slow for gear extension. At 800 feet AGL, a flock of about 20 ducks came into view, rising. I started evasive action. The flock scattered and we impacted multiple ducks. One duck shattered the windscreen and ended up in the back seat. Headsets were knocked off, eliminating communication. Added power to maintain airspeed...gear extension on final, no flaps...landed without incident. No injuries.

Due to nose-high attitude I had no view of the ducks rising from below me. Loss of communication was very unsettling. When the windscreen came out, [there was a] major airspeed loss. It would have been very easy to stall at 800 feet AGL. Even more power was needed when the gear was extended. 
As a partial remedy, the reporter suggests slowing gradually and keeping the nose low to improve visibility. Turning landing lights on during final approach may also help birds see and avoid aircraft. Another pilot, reporting an equally damaging bird strike, observed tongue-in-cheek that there is only one way to prevent such incidents: "Enact federal regulation requiring all birds to be equipped with transponders and TCAS." 

Be advised that most birds are already squawking. 
Callback December 1995
The October 1996 issue of Callback reported an interesting excuse for not having an ASOS online.
A spider built a web on a sensor and the ASOS was reporting snow with the temperature in the 90s. This problem was supposedly solved with insect repellent paint. 
To receive this newsletter monthly via email, subscribe to the ND Wing General Listserve.
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