The Safety Alert

Prop Accident 

On February 11, 2003, at 1515 central standard time, a Cessna 182F, N3455U, sustained substantial damage when it nosed over while taxiing during high wind conditions. The pilot and passenger were not injured. The Title 14 CFR Part 91 personal flight departed Osage, Iowa, at 1400, and landed at Estherville Municipal Airport (EST), Estherville, Iowa. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed. No flight plan was filed.
The pilot reported he checked the EST Automated Weather Observation System (AWOS) while en route. He reported the winds were from 310 degrees magnetic at 20-40 knots. He landed safely and began taxiing slowly toward a hangar while applying "full wind correction" of the flight controls. He taxied onto the grass so that he could taxi to the hangar with a quartering headwind. He reported there was snow on the grass and the "wind was making us skid a little," and about "100 feet from the runway we slowly went up on our nose causing a prop strike," and "then we went over."

NTSB Database

Prop Accident II

A General Aviation pilot landed at an airport in the early evening to refuel his airplane on a cross-country flight. All proceeded normally until it was time to restart the engine. 

After paying for the fuel I made a walk-around inspection of my airplane, then buckled back into the pilot seat. When I engaged the starter, I heard only the "whirring" sound of the starter; the propeller did not turn... I turned off the power, exited and walked to the front of the plane to investigate further... I decided to move the propeller a bit, thinking that might reengage the gears. As I started to move the propeller, the engine started. I immediately jumped away, landing on my right hand and both knees. As I got up, I could see the airplane start to move. Shocked and hoping to stop the aircraft, I ran towards the pilot's side door, but was unable to catch [the airplane] before it accelerated away from me. The plane moved approximately 150 feet toward a fence, where it was stopped when it impacted a truck parked [there]... Except for some scrapes to my hand and knees, no one was injured in the incident. 

I was informed that although my airplane was substantially damaged, this incident did not meet the definition of an "aircraft accident" as defined in NTSB 830...

Most hand-propping accidents occur either because an airplane is left unattended, or because an unqualified person is at the controls. Pilots who undertake this procedure should always assume that the propeller is "hot" (will start of its own volition) and have a qualified, fully briefed person at the controls. The FAA also recommends that prior to start-up, the aircraft rotating beacon or strobe should be turned on to alert persons nearby that the propeller will be set in motion.

Callback May, 2002 

Check for TFRs Before Your Flight

Because notices, restrictions, and advisories may change at any time and without warning, it is no longer enough to obtain NOTAMS before a flight. Pilots should now check NOTAMS before each leg of a planned flight. Current NOTAMs are available from Flight Service Stations at 1-800-WX-BRIEF. Recent reports drawn from the ASRS database illustrate some of the latest NOTAM nuances.

Check NOTAMS Before Every Leg
Departed for a non-Tower airport in same state. I did a little flying with a friend and then returned to [home airport]. When I had departed [home airport] there were no new TFRs in effect. However, during my time at non-Tower airport, the FAA had issued the TFR around all power plants. After returning I became aware of these TFRs. The non-controlled field was in a private community within the 10-mile ring of the power plant... I should check NOTAMS before every leg, not just the first I had 1200 in the transponder and Guard 121.5 in the com [radio] during my flight. 

Rethink Training and Flight Routes 
While conducting a low-level cross-country, our aircraft overflew what I thought was an auto salvage yard. There are a great number of these on the route we fly for this training. Coming over one of these 'junk yards,' I noticed a great number of people and realized it was a flea market! A part of [special NOTAM] is not to operate lower than 3,000 feet and within 3 nm of major open air assemblies. Not sure if a flea market falls under this, but there sure were a great number of people. We remained clear of schools, power plants, etc., but this one caught us off guard... No excuse, just some background... Maybe we need to rethink our routes for this training in light of the current security situation... 

Our reporter's last comment is one that many training schools and flight instructors may take to heart.

"Can Anyone Hear Me?" 
In the nation's heightened security climate, loss of communications by aircraft can have serious consequences, including intercept by military aircraft and other traumatic outcomes. Air carrier as well as GA aircraft are subject to lost communications events, as described by this ASRS report. 

Suspect moderate turbulence caused multiple failures of Com 1 and Com 2 [radios]. At least 4 calls to ATC gave no response. Switching to Number 2 Com brought initial relief followed by further failure while descending into [destination airport]. Blind transmissions indicating our listening watch on Guard (121.5 MHz) were heard by ATC. [Our] reply again appeared to be unanswered. Approach Control, when communications were re-established, gave handoff to Tower about 30 nm from Runway 16. A follow-up call indicated that ATC had a brief security concern... due to lost com and aircraft altitude and progress toward airport... Further lost com could have launched a potential intercept. 

The flight crew suspected a loose radio rack as the cause of the lost communications. Many air carrier and GA pilots are planning ahead for the possibility of radio failure by carrying backup communications devices on flights. The most common devices are cell phones and hand-held transceivers.
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