The Safety Alert

Reported Bird Strikes Rare
Many strikes go unreported in the NTSB database. In a search of the database, I could only find 37 references to bird strikes. As North Dakota Wing recently found, however, the damage caused wasn’t enough to find its way into the database. This was the case with 738RC when it encountered a bird at night on approach to Minot Airport.
John Steiner

Fatal Vehicle Accident

Early on 20 April, an AZ Wing van departed their state enroute to the Illinois Wing to return their hot air balloon that had been used in Arizona during the winter. The 1999 Ford, 12-passenger, E350, 1-ton van was towing a 10-foot trailer containing the balloon. Three AZ Wing senior members shared the driving as they attempted to drive straight through. The following morning, at approximately 0610, the van crashed on I-44 about seven miles east of Lebanon, MO.

According to the Missouri State Highway

Patrol, preliminary indications are that the driver apparently fell asleep at the wheel and woke up when the van was in the median. The driver overcorrected to the right, traveled across the interstate lanes and departed the highway on the right side. The van traveled down a steep embankment and rolled over several times, ejecting one of the passengers, who was fatally injured. Details on whether the ejected passenger was wearing his seat belt have not yet been released by the Highway Patrol. The driver and the other passenger were treated for moderate injuries and released. The Missouri State Highway Patrol and the AZ Wing are investigating this accident.
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Glider Accident In IL Wing

The National Transportation Safety Board

(NTSB) has confirmed that a glider mishap in the Illinois Wing has met the substantial damage criteria to be an accident. A 1972 SGS-2-33A participating in a flight clinic at Lake Village, IN, landed off-field on 4 April. The glider bounced during landing in a plowed cornfield and the right wingtip dug into the ground, bending the wing aft and breaking a spar. Initial indication is that excessive sink did not allow the glider's return to the airfield. The 79-year old pilot and his 54-year old passenger were not injured. The passenger was on-board the glider as part of his Tow Pilot qualification.

This is the fourth aircraft accident of

FY04. NTSB and IL Wing are investigating.
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NTSB Final Report

Mocksville, NC - 10 Sep 02

The NTSB has completed their investigation of the NC Wing aircraft accident that involved a C-172P that crashed while doing a touch and go landing at Twin Lakes Airport in Mocksville, NC. The aircraft touched down with about a third of the 2,943’ runway remaining and initiated the go phase of the maneuver. The pilot established a nose-high attitude followed by a right descending roll that resulted in a collision with trees. The aircraft came to rest on the ground in a nose low attitude. Both of the pilots were seriously injured. Examination of the engine revealed no pre-impact anomalies. The NTSB found the probable cause to be the pilot’s failure to maintain airspeed during the takeoff and climb, which resulted in a stall.
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Controllers Make Mistakes Too
The controller who submitted this report to ASRS got behind the count and learned that some situations require help from the bench. 
A jet departed while a Cub was in the pattern doing touch and goes. The jet developed an emergency and.... I vectored it back to the airport.... I sequenced the Cub...to follow the jet. When the jet rolled past Taxiway Yankee, I put a Cardinal into position... The last time I saw the Cub he...was doing a 360 [degree turn] to allow the jet to land. I was distracted watching for the jet to clear. When I turned around to check for the Cub and to clear the Cardinal for takeoff, I spotted the Cub about to touchdown. I didn't issue a go around because I felt it would have been more dangerous than allowing the Cub to land. The Cub stopped over 100 feet behind the Cardinal, then cleared the runway. The Cub pilot said he saw the Cardinal sitting on the runway, but knew he could land and stop soon enough. In hindsight, I would not have put the Cardinal into position at the intersection after the jet landed... Also, I should have instructed the Cub to continue doing 360's on the downwind until this situation with the jet ended. Valuable lessons were learned. Don't try to do too many things while an emergency can distract your attention from the operation. Also, I should have requested assistance from other controllers [who were] on break. More eyes and ears help keep things safer. 
Callback April 2003

Complete Electrical Failure

The pilot of a C182 obtained two weather briefings and an IFR clearance prior to departing on a cross-country flight of approximately 130 nautical miles. 
I climbed without incident to 6,000 feet where I was in and out of the cloud tops. About fifteen minutes into the flight, I noticed that the ammeter was discharging. I could not reestablish operation of the alternator. I contacted Center and declared an emergency. I was given vectors to [an airport], cleared to descend to 2,100 feet, and cleared for a GPS approach. While making the procedure turn inbound, I began to experience icing, abandoned the approach, and climbed back to 6,000 feet. I requested to fly to [my destination], where, hopefully, I would be able to do an ILS or surveillance approach. I informed Center that I would shut off all my electrical equipment to maintain as much battery power as possible. I continued to fly in the general direction of [my destination].... I turned the radio on and found that I had experienced a complete electrical failure.
Using my cellular telephone, I first contacted Flight Service and then was given a direct number to contact Approach Control. The controller informed me that I was twenty miles east of [an alternate airport] and suggested...that he could permit me to descend to 1,800 feet MSL. [The airport] was reporting a 1,800 foot overcast at that time. He gave me a vector to [the airport] and cleared me to descend to 1,800 feet. I broke out into the clear, and with the vector assistance, was able to land without incident.
  Callback June 2003
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John Steiner

May 2004








The Safety Alert 2-2.doc
ND Wing Safety Newsletter
May 2004


