The Safety Alert

Bird Strikes Again

Last month our own incident with a feathered creature was mentioned in passing. This month’s CAP Safety Newsletter featured some more bird strike information. It appears that though bird strikes don’t often appear in the NTSB accident database, they do cause significant damage. The “80% go unreported” data point was most enlightening. 

John Steiner

Bird Strikes

Bird and other wildlife strikes to aircraft annually cause over $600 million in damage to U.S. civil and military aviation. Furthermore, these strikes put the lives of aircraft crew members and their passengers at risk - over 195 people have been killed worldwide as a result of wildlife strikes since 1988.

Last month, CAP experienced two bird strikes; one in Texas that damaged a wing and another in North Carolina that dented the vertical stabilizer. Both occurred at approximately 1000’. 

Bird strike facts:

• Over 5,900 bird strikes were reported for U.S. civil aircraft in 2003.

• An estimated 80% of bird strikes to U.S. civil aircraft go unreported

• Waterfowl (32%), gulls (28%), and raptors

(17%) represented 77% of the reported bird strikes causing damage to U.S. civil aircraft,

1990-2003

• Most bird strikes occur in the approach phase of flight.

• Most bird strikes occur during the day, but nearly as many occur at night.

• The most dangerous months for bird strikes are July through October.
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North Carolina bird strike damage.
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North Dakota bird strike damage.
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Don’t Let Your Wallet Affect Your Judgment

Being frugal is a good thing—right up to the point where it can impact the health of you or others. How many times have you seen people riding around on bald tires? Add a wet road and someone can get killed. Carpenters know that a dull saw blade can not only be inefficient, it can be extremely dangerous. Both of these examples have the same theme - money needs to be spent to mitigate risk. Frugality does not include risking health or safety in the name of saving money.

This year, however, frugality may have passed this limit and contributed to the deaths of three of our members. Last November, a California Wing crew flew a member-furnished aircraft from Big Bear City to a SAREX in Palm Springs.

While inbound to the mission base, the crew reported turbulence so rough in the mountain pass that their heads were striking the ceiling of the aircraft. Later that evening, there was discussion of canceling the next day’s flying because of the discouraging wind forecast for that night and into the following day. Billeting for those attending the 3-day SAREX had been arranged at a local hotel.

The mishap crew however, disappointed that there might not be any flying the next day due to the high winds, elected to fly home that night - even though several people tried to convince them to stay. Both were killed that night around 2200 PST when they crashed on Tip Top Mountain at 6,900’ msl. What motivated this crew to go home in these conditions? Could part of it have been the cost of the hotel room?

In April, we had another fatality when three

Arizona members decided to drive straight through to Illinois to return a hot air balloon that they had borrowed for the winter. The three took turns at the wheel until early the next morning, when according to Missouri State Highway Patrol, the driver fell asleep at the wheel, drove off the highway and rolled the vehicle. Why did they drive straight-through? Could it have been to save the cost of hotel rooms?

Accidents sometimes involve “skimping” (giving insufficient or barely sufficient attention, effort or funds). Skimping in health and safety issues is just asking for trouble. Whether you’re trying to get a few more miles out of your tires or stretching your fuel to get to a destination - it will eventually catch up to you. It reminds me of the ad where the auto mechanic is trying to sell an oil change to a skimping customer by saying “you can pay me now or pay me later.”
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P51 Accident at Red Wing 
Most of you may have already heard of the tragic accident at Red Wing.  If not, briefly, the S. St. Paul chapter of the CAF lost their priceless P-51C during a fly-by at their warbird show.  I had the opportunity to fly in formation with this aircraft in Odegaard's Dazzling Donna a few years ago.  It was beautiful.  And, as you are probably aware, the aircraft had been restored to mint condition right here in North Dakota. Don Hinz was flying the plane. 

He said he was losing the engine, Larry Lumpkin was on the ground in the Gunfighter and told Don to turn on the boost pump, Don said that it had been done. Larry said, Fly it to the ground Don, fly it to the ground."

That is exactly what he did. The airplane landed in a wings level low speed low angle condition, as survivable as it could be. He hit one tree which took off one wing, and then another which spun him around and the airplane came to rest on it right side with both wings severed. The Crash crews were there with in 4 minutes. Larry took off immediately to locate the wreckage in case the crash crews could not find it, and by the time he was overhead they were there.

Gerry Beck went with the FAA to the wreckage. Early indications are that the V drive which powers the cam failed. Both cams would quit turning and there was nothing that Don could have done but fly it to the ground. He did that.

Don would never forgive us if this setback stopped the Redtail project which he gave the last 10 years, and ultimately his life, for. With a million bucks and 18 months it could be flying again. Don would want that.  You can learn more at HYPERLINK "http://www.redtail.org"www.redtail.org
Courtesy Robert Miller

To receive this newsletter monthly via email, subscribe to the ND Wing General Listserve.
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